
Using The Great Give In New Ways 
for Special Events and Campaigns



Agenda

● The Great Give Updates

● Online Gala Case Study - Upaya

● Online Fundraising Ideas

● Integrating The Great Give



● Giving is open April 6 through May 31

● Donations go straight to organizations, not The Community 

Foundation

● Bonus hours instead of “prizes” - less competitive

● Prizes on P2P and matches are calculated on gifts through 

May 6 at 8:00 p.m.

● Mobile wallet enabled

● #GivingTuesday is May 5

How The Great Give has Changed



Upaya Gala Online



Became a four day event – emails daily at noon
Day One – welcome to gala; format; auction opens; sent to 
registered guests and whole donor base
Day Two – Black tie welcome speeches; intro of live auction
Day Three – Live auction – 24 hours (noon to noon)
Day Four – Mission moment; paddle raise; close online 
auction

Upaya Gala Online



Things to remember:
• Integrate into your website
• Build in sponsor recognition
• Update daily – give donors a reason to come back
• Plan for the lull, and have something to bring back 
momentum
• Announcements when you hit milestones

Upaya Gala Online



1. Be Decisive.
-Communicate to stakeholders clearly and quickly.

-Communicate with vendors clearly and quickly, and create solutions.

2. Be Fun!
-This has to be than simply an online fundraiser.  

-Replicate the program through a series of videos

-Put the auction online, eBay style; auctioneer filmed introductions to each item

-Speakers dressed as they would for the Gala

8 Learnings from Upaya’s Virtual Gala



3. Communicate Often to Your Community.
  -  Establish a pattern emailing all Gala guests

  -  Include updates on the campaign but also something new and interesting each 
day:   key videos, announcement of the match, opening the online auction…

  4. Don’t Forget to Call.
  - Crucial to have board members and team members calling key donors and 
making   sure you can count on their support

8 Learnings from Upaya’s Virtual Gala



5. Stay Organized Internally.
  -  Small team focused on the event

  -  Daily call to recap, set daily plan, share info, answer questions

  -  Project management tool to communicate during each day (Trello)

6. Anticipate the Rhythm of the Campaign.
  -  Hold back some gifts and matches to announce at lulls (at the very beginning,

  on the second to last day, and on the last day.

8 Learnings from Upaya’s Virtual Gala



7. Count on Your Network.
  - This is about relationships

  - Table captains/P2P critical to success

8. Don’t forget your vendors.
  -  All businesses are hurting – how can a partnership help?

8 Learnings from Upaya’s Virtual Gala



Other Online Fundraisers



Other Online Fundraisers



Other Online Fundraisers



Other Online Fundraisers



● Auction software
  GiveSmart
  OneCause
  GreaterGiving
● Walks/Rides

Registration gets shirt;  donors per step; everyone 
wears shirt in his/her own neighborhood on a given 
day/time

● Keynote Speaker
Still gives speech; charge; private VIP chats

Other Online Fundraisers



Zoom Parties

● Dance marathon – host plays music; judge stamina or 
creativity

● Cooking class, Birdhouse build
 – charge for class; one week to create meal; submit 

pictures to win

Other Online Fundraisers



● Nonprofit Toolkit on The Great Give - videos, downloadable graphics

● REDROCK Branding - Apr 8, 2020 12:00 PM Register in advance for this meeting:

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/vJEqd-yrqjMvi6YKPjHDFy8iGVStTMydsA 

● Mosaic Marketing
○ Teach you how to run a virtual meeting
○ Run a meeting for you
○ Help you create your virtual event
○ Video Back Drops to look professional

Learn More 203-483-4598 ext 308

Other Resources

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/vJEqd-yrqjMvi6YKPjHDFy8iGVStTMydsA


Integrating The Great Give 
Platform Suggestions



Public Message Field



Public Message Field



Custom Donation Levels



Custom Donation Levels



Setting Up Your Fundraisers
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Setting Up Your Fundraisers



Fundraisers Toolkit
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Fundraisers Toolkit



Your Nonprofit Resources

● Customizable Email Templates and Guides

● Sample Social Media Posts and Best Practices

● The Great Give Downloadable Graphics

● On-Demand Training Course Videos

● Resources for Board Members and P2P Fundraisers

● Blog Articles and How-To Videos from GiveGab

● New - COVID-19 Resources!



We’re Here For You!

● Visit Our Help Center 

https://support.givegab.com/  

● Send us an email at 

CustomerSuccess@givegab.com 

● Chat with GiveGab’s Customer 

Success Team whenever you have 

questions or need a hand

○ Look for the little blue chat bubble!

https://support.givegab.com/
mailto:customersuccess@givegab.com


Questions?


