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RHODE ISLANDERS ARE GENEROUS. 401GIVES, THE SECOND 
ANNUAL STATEWIDE DAY OF GIVING, AGAIN PROVED THAT.
In our second year of the Covid-19 pandemic, nonprofits played an even more crucial role in helping 
Rhode Islanders by stepping up to help those who were struggling with food insecurity, housing 
and other daily challenges. Nonprofits provided basic supports, help with housing and food, school 
programs and kept us entertained with virtual theatre and arts programs. 

Powered by United Way of Rhode Island and sponsored by FM Global and Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
Rhode Island, through 401Gives, the community helped 422 nonprofits feel the love and raise much-
needed funds. On April 1, 2021 (4/01 — an homage to our beloved area code) the $1.5 million goal 
was swiftly surpassed. In addition, nonprofits felt the matching gifts love! Rhode Island Foundation 
matched the first $50,000 in gifts starting at 6am and the money was matched in a little over 60 
seconds! By day’s end, $2,291,467 was raised in total from 12,088 donors.

401Gives combines a simple way of giving virtually with a sophisticated and huge social 
media presence to highlight Rhode Island’s nonprofits sector. In addition, Centreville Bank, Cox 
Communications, Oak Street Health, and National Grid once again came on board as monetary prize 
sponsors while Brave River Solutions and Otraway provided in-kind services to the prize pool that  
was a critical tool in activating nonprofit’s efforts. $29,000 in prizes were given out to 24 various  
sized nonprofits. 

In 401Gives’ second year, more people were aware of 401Gives and therefore stepped up even more to help nonprofits raise that money. 
120 “peer-to-peer” fundraisers raised over $262,000 (a 50% increase over 2020). Also added this year were business fundraisers: an 
opportunity for companies and employees to team up and support their favorite nonprofits. 

2021 saw a 75% increase in giving from 401Gives 2020. Let us repeat that, a 75% increase over $1.3 in million in 2020. 

As part of United Way of Rhode Island’s INVEST United in the 2025 Strategic Plan, the intention is to create experiences that help 
donors connect with the mission that is important to them, as well as to provide easy-to-use tools to support their giving and volunteer 
needs. “Those of us in the nonprofit sector tend to be an optimistic bunch, but I’m not sure anyone anticipated how far beyond our $1.5 
million goal we would end up … $2.3 million dollars is really an incredible outpouring of support,” said Cortney Nicolato, United Way’s 
president and CEO. “There aren’t enough words to thank everyone who made this possible; the sponsors, advisory council, business 
fundraisers, community champions, media partners and of course the generous donors. Rhode Islanders helping Rhode Islanders is 
truly what we do best.” 

Although April 1st is nationally known as April Fool’s day, many on social media said move over April Fool’s, there’s a new day in the 
Ocean State, 401Gives! 

$2,291,467 
WAS RAISED 

422
ORGANIZATIONS

12,088 
DONORS

24
HOURS

401GIVES 2021 BROKE NEW RECORDS

www.uwri.org/401gives
http://www.uwri.org/401gives
http://www.401gives.org
mailto:401gives@uwri.org
https://www.401gives.org/prizes
https://www.401gives.org/fundraisers
https://www.401gives.org/business_fundraisers
https://www.unitedwayri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/LIVE-UNITED-2025-Strategic-Plan_FINAL.pdf
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RI’s Statewide Day of Giving
2021 Nonprofit Impact

 D Individual Donations: 
$2,291,467  

 75% increase

 D Individual Donors:  
12,087  

 60% increase

 D Individual Gifts to 
Nonprofits: 18,619  

 39% increase

 D RI Nonprofits  
Impacted: 422  

 15% increase

2021 SNAPSHOT

FUNDRAISING DURING A PANDEMIC
Covid-19 has been tough on nonprofits. Many have had to lay off or furlough employees, cancel or change fundraising events and yet 
many nonprofits continue to help the community that needed even more help through the pandemic. United Way provided 401Gives 
participants fundraising trainings, tools, and templates for nonprofits leading up to April 1st. Trainings included social media tips from 
Ben DeCastro, a nonprofit panel from 2020 participants and peer-to-peer fundraising training. In addition, 17 nonprofits were chosen 
to work with Salve Regina’s graduate class; Fundraising and Marketing for Nonprofits. There students were paired with nonprofits and 
helped with marketing and media for 401Gives. Some nonprofits hosted additional fundraising around 401Gives. Some organizations 
replaced traditional events and utilized 401Gives as one of their main tools. 

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION

 D 2021 NONPROFIT 401GIVES STATISTICS 

 D STORIES OF 401GIVES NONPROFIT IMPACT

 D LIST OF TOP 2021 FUNDRAISERS

“WHAT’S YOUR WHY?”
This year, nonprofits made short videos on why they are raising money  
for 401Gives. Check them out on 401Gives’ YouTube page or Facebook. 

WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN 401GIVES 2022?
To become part of 401Gives in 2022, send your contact information to 401Gives@unitedwayri.org. Registration begins in the fall.

http://www.uwri.org/401gives
http://www.401gives.org
mailto:401gives@uwri.org
mailto:401Gives@unitedwayri.org
https://www.401gives.org/info/nonprofitstatistics
https://www.401gives.org/info/nonprofitimpact
https://www.401gives.org/leaderboards
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8agpCsxGzqgV2ZlZslmGfw
https://www.facebook.com/401Gives
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RI’s Statewide Day of Giving
Thank You to our 2021 Sponsors

Want to join us next year? Be a part of the movement and support the success of 401Gives with a sponsorship  
that reflects your company’s commitment to the community. Learn how to support 401Gives 2022 with a premier sponsorship, 

matching gifts or prizes sponsorship at www.401gives.org/info/2022sponsorships. 

WITHOUT OUR SPONSORS, 401GIVES WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE.

http://www.uwri.org/401gives
http://www.401gives.org
mailto:401gives@uwri.org
http://www.401gives.org/info/2022sponsorships
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401GIVES IN THE MEDIA 
401Gives had over 35 different news placements generating over 1.25 million impressions with  
a media value of over $35K. Media included TV, radio, newspapers, and magazines.

Our 401Gives social media accounts were hopping. 

 D On Facebook, we reached 97,000 people and had over 18,000 video views. 

 D On Twitter, we had over 120,000 impressions and over 6,000 profile visits.

 D There were over 45,000 visits to the 401Gives website. Almost half of the visitors went to the 
website directly, some from searches and referrals, and over 13K came from via social media. 

COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS
In additional to our financial and prize sponsors, 401Gives would not be what it is without our 
community champions. 

Whether it was emails sent out from all the local chambers of commerce and tourism board, to the 
state of Rhode Island and officials to all the shouts outs on social media, to the Cardi’s furniture 
billboards, this is what 401Gives is all about. Community.

In addition, something new this year were business fundraisers. Several businesses set up a 
personalized page to team up with colleagues to support their favorite causes. 

WILL YOU BE A MEDIA PARTNER OR COMMUNITY CHAMPION FOR 401GIVES 2022?
For more information on how you or your organization can be involved, email Jenn Remmes  
at Jennifer.remmes@uwri.org or call 401-444-0612.

RI’s Statewide Day of Giving
401Gives Media and Community Partners

http://www.uwri.org/401gives
http://www.401gives.org
mailto:401gives@uwri.org
mailto:Jennifer.remmes@uwri.org
https://www.401gives.org/info/community-champions
https://www.401gives.org/business_fundraisers
https://www.401gives.org/info/401gives-in-the-media2021
https://www.facebook.com/401Gives
https://twitter.com/liveunitedri
https://www.401gives.org/



