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Today we’ll talk about: 

• Using data to tell Stories

• Why data and text alone fail

• Steps to success

• Positive examples
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WHAT IS DATA STORYTELLING?
The ability to take data—to be able to understand it, 
to process it, to extract value from it, to visualize it, 

to communicate it
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Why stories?

• For thousands of years, storytelling has been an 
integral part of our humanity

• Throughout time, storytelling has proven to be a 
powerful delivery mechanism for sharing insights 
and ideas in a way that is memorable, persuasive, 
and engaging

• Analysis of the most popular 500 TED Talk 
presentations found that stories made up at least 
65% of their content.

http://www.forbes.com/sites/carminegallo/2014/02/28/how-sheryl-sandbergs-last-minute-addition-to-her-ted-talk-sparked-a-movement/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/carminegallo/2014/02/28/how-sheryl-sandbergs-last-minute-addition-to-her-ted-talk-sparked-a-movement/


DATA ALONE
Data Alone
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WHY DATA ALONE FAILS
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DATA ALONEWords 
Alone
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WHY WORDS 
ALONE FAIL



DATA ALONESteps to 
Success
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STEP 1: 
COLLECT DATA
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STEP 2: 
Pick numbers that resonate
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STEP 3: 
Think about the point
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STEP 4: 
Deliver the news
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DATA ALONESelecting 
the Optimal 

Visuals
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT CHART
Compare values:

Bar chart

Line chart

Show the individual parts that make up a whole:

Pie chart

Stacked bar

Stacked column

Analyze trends:

Line chart

Bar chart
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MATH is 
important
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DATA ALONELet’s 
Explore this 

example
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Free Design Resources

• Canva

• PowerPoint

• DesignWizard

• AdobeSpark

• Picmonkey.com
• Pictochart.com

• Drawtify.com
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Tools of the Trade

• Tableau

• Excel

• Google Data Studio

• Datawrapper

• Infogram

• FusionCharts

• Venngage

• Piktochart
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Key points to 
keep in mind

Storytelling is Essential

Use Data Wisely

Select the Right Chart

What do you want your outcome to be?

Be selective with data- don’t overwhelm

Good, Better, Best

Practice makes Perfect!
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Contact Us

Lynne Wester
Lynne@donorrelations.com

Subscribe to the DRG 
mailing list for more tips 

and industry insights!



Thank you!

DONO R R E L A T I O N S . C OM


