Data Storytelling:
An Artand a
Science

Lynne M. Wester



Today we’ll talk about:

* Using data to tell Stories
 Why data and text alone fall
« Steps to success

* Positive examples
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WHAT IS DATA STORYTELLING?

The abillity to take data—to be able to understand it,
to process it, to extract value from it, to visualize It,
to communicate it
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Narrative
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Why stories?

 Forthousands of years, storytelling has been an
Integral part of our humanity

 Throughout time, storytelling has proven to be a
powerful delivery mechanism for sharing insights
and ideas In a way that iIs memorable, persuasive,
and engaging

* Analysis of the most popular 500 TED Talk
presentations found that stories made up at least
65% of their content.
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/carminegallo/2014/02/28/how-sheryl-sandbergs-last-minute-addition-to-her-ted-talk-sparked-a-movement/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/carminegallo/2014/02/28/how-sheryl-sandbergs-last-minute-addition-to-her-ted-talk-sparked-a-movement/

Data Alone




WHY DATA ALONE FAILS

‘..N.ﬂ.dﬁn

159091140
19948851
wrnna
4011934
1600101118
nwaaen

1611291927108801
1611281845588801
16112409465 18804
1611241052238801
16112411175 18004
16112508395%08801
1611231728120801
1810201701880
1611211604240001
1611201852550802
1812071852420002
161204185229080)
16120715204 30802
16.120420000% 8804
1612041607018802

entry day  entry_time

07/12/2016
29/11/2016
28/11/2016
24/11/2016
24/11/2016
24/11/2016
35/11/2016
23/10/3016
/112006
23/11/2016
23/ 11/2016
0712712016
04/12/2016
07/12/2016
08/12/2016
08/12/2016

134809
192710
184558
0946 51
1052

1175
08 39 50
a2
7Rm
1604 24
185258
mwaa
s »
15204}
00009
160701

pay day pay_time dwration amount _due tendered change

07/12/2016
29/11/2016
28/11/2016
24/11/2016
24/11/2016
24/11/2016
25/11/2016
23/ 1172016
41172016
V113016
231172016
07/12/2016
04/12/2016
0r/12/2016
08/12/2016
0&/12/2016

1404 %
193437
1958 %0
1007 24
115200
nsan
0910 54
180047
174915
180958
1900 %
(L RLE)
9T
wam
00143
7124

|}

w«w B L2528 3F3 833 L0E

8&88888885858885

1

§

{

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEED

!
:

junction
junction
junction
[unction
junction

unction
et on
Junction
juncton
Junction

junction
junction
junction
junction

©2023 DRG LLC



kil r':p
r ——

BUT 3 THINGS
ARE UNCLEAR ON What does Is the evident What should the

the dashboard answer? from the dashboard? ser take now?
MOST DASHBOARDS i B sl ; S
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WHY WORDS
ALONE FAIL
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Steps to

Success




STEP I
COLLECT DATA
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STEP 2:
Pick numbers that resonate
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STEP 3:
Think about the point
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STEP 4;
Deliver the news
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Articles featuring
infographics receive

12%

more views than normal articles
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Selecting
the Optimal

Visuals




Data Data Data
n Collection - Preparation L Visualization

@ Data @ Data

Analysis Storytelling

3 £
_B‘

viww.effectivedatastorytelling.com
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT CHART

Compare values:
Bar chart

Line chart

Show the individual parts that make up a whole:

Pie chart
Stacked bar

Stacked column

Analyze trends:
Line chart

Bar chart
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UNDER PRESIDENT OBAMA,

MORE STUDENTS ARE EARNING THEIR HIGH
SCHOOL DIPLOMAS THAN EVER BEFORE

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE
d <=

78%,

'_I-

~/
~. /
——
~

2009-10
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Safan
Chrome
Opera
Firefox
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. BIGGEST FUTURE CHANGES
MATH Is IN THE WORKPLACE?

In a survey of HR professionals, changes forecasted
in the workplace varied from:

important

- @ melo?fers competing
on high flexibility
rather than salaries

A

f

® Employees will
be paid on
output rather
than hours
worked

U

Treadmill desks being
common place to combat
sedentary office life
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HALF OF ALL e \b\m PREVENT 9 /3 or mese
NEWBORN, | | (I
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L et’s

Explore this
example




If this bucket represents all the
world's water

—-

then this cup represents the ‘ ‘
amount of potential fresh water S

however, just one teaspoon of
that is available for us to use, via
lakes, rivers and underwater
reservoirs as groundwater

a watel'Aid Beneath the Surface: the State of the World's Water 2019
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Free Design Resources

* Canva

* PowerPoint

* DesignWizard

* AdobeSpark

* Picmonkey.com
* Pictochart.com
* Drawtify.com
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Tools of the Trade

* Tableau

 Excel

* Google Data Studio
 Datawrapper

* Infogram

* FusionCharts

* Venngage

* Piktochart
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transplant,

2152 1=00000000

ONE organ donor can save EIGHT lives.

Every 10 MINUTES,
someone IS added
to the transplant
walting list.

ONE tissue donor can enhance Cost to donors
the lives of 50+ people. ; or their families
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_

A World’'s

.., Deadliest

- Animals
-

0 Hippopotamus

1,000 Crocodile Number of people
E i 4 [ \1t<\ anin '})‘7 1

2,000 Tapeworm
~
% 2,500 Ascaris roundworm

& 10,000 Freshwater snail (schistosomiasis)

% 10,000 Assassin bug (Chagas disease)

* 1 Tsetse fly (sleeping sickness)
d 0 Dog (rabies)

Snake

Mosquito

SOURCES: WHO. crocodile-attack.info. Kasturiratne et al (doi org/10 1371/ journal prmed 0050218), FAD (webcitation org/€ ) Linnell ot al
webcitation. org/GORL/DBUO), Packer et 3l {doiorg/10.1038%2F4 36592 /73), Alessandro De Maddalena  All calculations have wide error margins
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Storytelling is Essential

Key points to
keep in mind Use Data Wisely

Select the Right Chart

What do you want your outcome to be?
Be selective with data- don’t overwhelm
Good, Better, Best

Practice makes Perfect!
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Contact Us

Lynne Wester Subscribe to the DRG

Lynne@donorrelations.com mailing list for more tips
and industry insights!
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Thank you!

DONORRELATIONS.COM



